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This Pride Day issue of Out of Time is dedicated to the lesbian political prisoners in the united states. 






Norma Jean Croy, a 


Shasta Indian and lesbian has been in 
prison since 1979. She is innocent and 
the state knows it because her brother, 
Hooty, who was arrested and charged 
with her was released in 1990. 

Norm has been denied parole seven 
times, most recently in March. She is a 
target of the state because of her vocal 
as a First Nation 
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There is an excellent video, “Shasta 
Woman”, about Norm available 
through the Norma Jean Croy Defense 
Committee, Pier 5, San Francisco, CA 


94111. It costs $15 but if you can’t 


afford that and just want to get the 
word out about Norm’s case, just write ` 


the committee. 
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Judy Clark is a north 


american political prisoner. She is serv- 
ing a 75 years to life sentence for her 
participation with the Revolutionary 
Task Force in a 1981 attempted rob- 


bery of a Brink’s truck in Nyack, New- 


ork people were killed; two 
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litical activity began as teenager in- 
volved in the Civil Rights movement. 
Since she entered prison, Judy has been 
working with ACE (AIDS Counseling 
and Education), a program she helped 
create. 





Susan Rosenberg isan 


out lesbian and has been a political 
activist all of her life. She is currently 
serving a sentence of 58 years for 8 
counts of possession of weapons, 
explosives, and false ID. Susan’s sen- 
tence is the longest ever received for 
a possessory offense. She is a pub- 
lished poet and writer and an AIDS 
activist inside. 





Laura Whitehorn is 


serving a 23-year sentence for revolu- 
tionary activities including what the 
government called “conspiracy to op- 
pose, protest, and change the policies 
and practices of the united states gov- 
ernment in domestic and international 
matters by violence and illegal means.” 
Laura is due to be released around the 
turn of the century. 
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Happy Gay Pride Day and thank you 
for all your support. 


I was going to write something seri- 
ous but then I read that a teacher in New 
Hampshire had to stop showing a film 
biography of Walt Whitman because it 
mentioned that he was gay, and that 
was interpreted as “proselytizing for 
the gay lifestyle’. So I realized that 
some mad jokester has turned the world 


_ into one big joke. Maybe the punchline 


is “Robert Dole and Bill Clinton.” 


Thank you for helping publicize our 
FIGHT AIDS WALKATHON. Over 
600 women here at the prison and at the 
camp walked a total of 8,266 miles. 


[hope that during and after Gay Pride 


month, when we re-dedicate ourselves 
to fighting homophobia, those who 
work to support political prisoners will 
also resolve to fight for the release of 
all political prisoners and POWs. One 
important step in that direction is to 
support the initiative of the New Afri- 
can Liberation Front to have hearings 
in congress, sponsored by the Con- 
gressional Black Caucus(CBC), into 


Laura cont'd page 2, OOT 


The following articles and poems are about or by five of these courageous women. 


Linda Evans isa long-time 


revolutionary currently serving a 38- 
year sentence for harboring a fugitive, 
possession of a weapon by a felon, 
giving false statements to purchase four 
legal guns and ammunition, and con- 
spiracy charges in the Resistance Con- 
spiracy Case. She sends the following 
message: 





Happy Gay (Liberation!) Day to ev- 
eryone! Thinking about all of you this 


weekend, I realize that I have never 


attended a Gay Pride parade, seen thou- 
sands of my sisters and brothers outra- 
geously wild in the streets. So I hope 
you will celebrate extra for me! 

I’m celebrating too in a way - and 
waiting. Celebrating the fact that Ihave 
such dedicated sisters/friends/com- 
rades who have worked so hard help- 
ing me prepare for my parole hearing. 
And waiting apprehensively until my 
hearing on Aug. 14th. 


Two years ago we collectively racked 
our brains to define a (very grandiose 
and ambitious) strategy that might con- 
vince the parole board to set me free 
after these 11+ years in prison. Now 
many parts of the strategy are accom- 
plished. Thanks to scholarships and 
New College, I recently finished my 
B.A. The AIDS community has sup- 
ported me wholeheartedly with won- 
derful letters, and many of you ap- 
proached total strangers on my behalf 
to gain their support. I will submit over 
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WE ARE NOT WELL 


Our deaths inconsequential 

where one day more is one day less 
I have met death in the cold 

of the prison 


Her imprint etched on every wall 
in every crevice, in every comer 
screaming with despair 


Wind whips through 
howling 

as if a frozen vapor alone can 
hold back her onslaught 


Cold shoots through me 

leaving its tracings 

where veins should be 

and I 

arrogant enough to believe that even death 
can be reasoned with | 
converse. 


Her nocturnal visitations 

where we debate polarities between 
reason and justice 

cause and effect 

have shown me that 

while equal measures of hope and despair 
can put this death march on notice 

it is but a temporary holdover. 

I have met death in the cold 
of this prison 

She arrives in a multitude of forms 

in dope 

in disease 

in desperation 

She thrives in a culture where 

the dispossessed are disempowered and — 
disrespect is internalized. 


There is no inner peace 
between chaos and a hurricane 
between racism and genocide. 


Ancestoral energies explode in minute details 
survival a generations’ duty : 

and while the plagues of modern times 

do not obliterate the human spirit. 


We are not well. 7 
Dedicated to a sister who died of AIDS while 
chained to the bed in the D.C. jail and the women of 


Chowchilla! 


Susan Rosenberg, copyright May 1996 
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COINTELPRO and the POWs imprisoned as a re- 
sult. Everyone is asked to write to our congresspeople 
to request that such hearings be held. That way, the 
CBC members will have some support when they 
argue for the hearings. (see articleon COINTELPRO 
in this issue of OOT and contact OOC for more info 
or sample letter) 
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To Pam Amirah Cooper, who died with AIDS on 
March 1995 


My sister, Pam, 
where are my words for you? 
where are my words about you? 
I think you live 
so deep in me 
that I can’t bring you out. 
Our friendship was like that. 
It breathed and thrived and flowed 
as much on silence, smell, and glances 
as on words. 
We sat 
for hours, 
and I know we talked a lot, 
_- but somehow. what-was.-strongest~ 
passed between us 
unspoken. 
We felt each other 
as we felt our Own emotions. 


Now, as I try to talk about you 
thinking words may ease this grief, 
I find it hard. 
Maybe you live so deep inside me 
that I can’t bring you out. 
without tearing my own self apart, my heart. 


Laura Whitehorn, Dec. 1995 


Linda cont'd from page I, OOT 
115 letters to the parole hearing, including support 


' from 9 Congresspeople, several state legislators, and 


other elected officials. Two of my sentencing judges 
are supporting my application for parole. I am very 
grateful to everyone-those of you who gave money, 
time and energy- or wrote a letter- or talked to 
someone on my behalf - or coordinated all of the 
above. SPECIAL, SPECIAL THANKS. 


The AIDS work here at the prison continues; we 
just completed a fantastic Walk-a-thon. Over 600 © 
women walked 8,266 miles to raise $4,500. for the 


Ambassador Hotel and Camp Sunburst. 


Although I feel like we’ve accomplished alot in 
fulfilling all the parts of a strategy for my release - I 
want to urge everyone to stay active; to strengthen 
our ties with other oppressed communities, to keep 
resisting the police state that’s getting more power- 
ful all around us. Political prisoners and POW’s 
especially need your creative support: Mumia Abu- 
Jamal’s life is still in danger. Norma Jean Croy, 
Geronimo Pratt, Mutulu Shakur, Marilyn Buck and 
nearly 150 other comrades are still captive in U.S. 
prisons. The women prisoners at Chowchilla still 
have no medical care. Please - continue your work to 
help us all survive, and to work for our freedom. 


-- Then we’ll have even more cause for celebration! 








WRITE TO THE WOMEN INSIDE! 


Puerto Rican POWs 
Alicia Rodriguez #88972-024 
Dylcia Pagan #88971-024 
Lucy Rodriguez #88973-024 
‘Carmen Valentin #88974-024 
FCI Dublin 
5701 8th St / Camp Parks 
Dublin CA 94568 


Alejandrina Torres #92152-024 
FCI Danbury 
Pembroke Station 
Danbury, CT 06811 


Puerto Rican Political Prisoners 
Haydee Beltran #884620-024 

FCI Dublin 

5701 8th St/ Camp Parks 

Dublin CA 94568 


Native American Political Prisoners 
Norma Jean Croy #14293 

CIW Chowchilla 

PO Box 1501 

Chowchilla CA 93610 


Cuban Political Prisoners 
Ana Lucia Gelabert #384484 
Rt 4, Box 800 
Gatesville, TX 76528 


Move Prisoners 
Debbi Sims Africa #006307 
Janine Phillips Africa #006309 
Merle Austin Africa #006306 
Janet Holloway Africa #006308 
451 Fullerton Ave 
Cambridge Springs, PA 16403 


OUT OF TIME 


Cell Plan 


In response to our send us your floor plan article 
Out of Time recently received this letter from a 
woman doing time in Texas: 


Here’s a floor and door plan for a room in one unit 
in the Annex to the Bexar County Jail, San Antonio, 
Texas. It’s the living area: 6 B called euphemistically 
“administrative segregation.” Unfortunately these are 
only rough measurements using the body as a ruler. 

It was about 10 by 5 1/2 - 6 feet with the bed starting 
barely a foot beyond the wall that has the door. The 
metal area for the bed was about 6 feet long, or a few 
inches longer. The mattress was about 6 feet by 2 1/ 
2 feet. Behind the bed a wall sheltered the. approxi- 
mately 2 1/2 by 2 1/2 foot shower. There even was a 
drain in the room near the bed. This ended up being 
a good thing, however, because part of the shower 
water poured into the room... I wonder if this was 
meant to avoid any temptation to take a shower every 
hour for an hour. 

The other back corner had the toilet/sink combo 
with only cool water but at least it wasn’t icy cold. 
(The shower offered cold and hot). Across from the 
bed was a small square table with stool, both metal 
and built in. 

The lovely door with its luxurious built-ins in- 
cludes, of course, the slot, to which I urge everyone 
to say “No” or “Oooo, uh, uh!” They ended up having 
to take my tray back through the opened door every 
time. I handed it back politely, no matter how rudely 
some of them grabbed it or other actions. Very 


~ soon, instead of feeling revolted I was able to look at doctors, the Department of Corrections or the Board care of them or hospices willing to house them inthe 
- the slot with triumph. The door is on rollers, metal 3- 
4 inches at bottom for leisurely foot viewing. The 
window and sound holes are covered by a little door 
on the outside... | 
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Graphic from Voices From Inside: Prisoners Respond to AIDS Crisis, Produced by ACT-UP San Francisco 





WOMEN PRISONERS ARE DYING 


Four women prisoners with fullblown AIDS are 
dying of AIDS-related complications in the infirmary 
at the Central California Women’s Facility (CC WF) 
(across the street from Valley State Prison For 
Women.) These women should be granted compas- 
sionate release. Yet, in each case, either the prison 


of Prison Terms are holding up the process. CCWF 
does not have an infectious disease specialist on staff 
or any support services for women locked away in the 
infirmary. 


WHO ARE THESE WOMEN? 


+ Patty Contreras, W26443, has no CD4 cells, 
suffers severe weight loss, has a hard time walking and 
can’t keep food down. The medical staff will not put 
her on a special diet. 

+ Linda Cortez, W40993, has a low CD4 count, 


STOP THE ISOLATION!! 


North American Political Prisoners 
Kathy Boudin #84-G-171 
Judy Clark #83-G-313 

Box 1000 

Bedford Hills NY 10507 


Silvia Baraldini #05 125-054 
Susan Rosenberg #03684-016 
FCI Danbury 
Pembroke Station 
Danbury, CT 06811 


Marilyn Buck #00482-285 
Linda Evans #19973-054 
Laura Whitehorn #22432-037 
Donna Willmott #38772-079 
FCI Dublin 
5701 8th St/ Camp Parks 
Dublin CA 94568 


Ploughshares/Disarmament Prisoners 
Donna Howard-Hastings © 
c/o Project Elf 
740 Round Lake Road 
Luck, WI 54853 
Animal Rights 
Lise Olsen #B48426 
PO Box 1200 
2600 N Brinton 
Dixon, IL 61021 


night fevers, sores all over her body and can’t walk. 
+ Miriam Jones, W54091, has alow CD4 count, 
recurring pneumonia and pneumocystis carinii. She 
has suffered weight loss and weakness. 
+ Raven Laroux, W60387, also has a low CD4 
count and has suffered severe weight loss. 


All of these women have families anxious to take 
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community. 
WHAT CAN YOU DO? 


Write, call or fax Dr. Gwendolyn Dennard, Chief 
Medical Officer, CCWF, P.O. Box 1501, 
Chowchilla, CA 93610-1501; phone (209) 665- 
5531, fax (209) 665-7158. Demand that Raven 
Laroux and Linda Cortez be immediately medically 
evaluated for compassionate release. Send copies to 
Warden Teena Farmon (at the same address). 

Write, call or fax Director James Gomez, Califor- 
nia Department of Corrections, P.O. Box 942883, 
Sacramento, CA 94283-0001; phone (916) 445- 
7688, fax (916) 327-1988. Demand that Miriam 
Jones be approved for compassionate release imme- 
diately. Director Gomez recently refused her com- 
passionate release request. | 

Write, call or fax Executive Officer Ted Rich, 
Board of Prison Terms, 428 J Street, 6th Floor, 
Sacramento, CA 95814; phone (916) 445-1539, fax 
(916) 445-5242. Demand that Patty Contreras be 
approved by the parole board for compassionate 
release. The Board has turned her down three times! 


Send copies of your letters to the HIV/AIDS in 
Prison Project of Catholic Charities, 433 Jefferson 
Street, Oakland, CA 94607 and they will be for- 
warded to the women prisoners. Also send copies to 
any state legislators or media that may be helpful. 

For more information contact Catholic Chari- 
ties’ HIV/AIDS in Prison Project at (510) 834- 
5656, ext. 3150 











COINTELPRO 


In Feb. 1996, a delegation of activists and lawyers 
met with members of the Congressional Black Cau- 
cus (CBC) in washington d.c. The meeting was 
attended by members of the Free Mumia Coalition, 
New African Liberation Front, National Conference 
of Black Lawyers and others. The CBC agreed to 
launch a broad investigation into the role of u.s. 
intelligence agencies in the counter-intelligence pro- 
gram, COINTELPRO, that resulted in the imprison- 
ment of scores of political activists in the 1960’s/ 
70’s/80’s. The Black Panthers, Assata Shakur and 
Mumia Abu-Jamal are some of the victims of the 
conspiracies engineered by the fbi and other govern- 
ment agencies. 


The CBC staff made it clear that their resources 
and influence has been cut drastically since the 
republicans took over congress. They said a large 
scale letter writing campaign to the general body of 
the house of representatives irrespective of race or 
religion would make it easier for the CBC to spear- 
head the investigation. 


All people throughout the country are urgently 
called on to write their congressional representa- 
tives. The letter should call for the immediate launch- 
ing of hearings into the COINTELPRO activities of 
the u.s. intelligence agencies in the Black commu- 
nity during the 1960’s/70’s/80’s. COINTELPRO 
led to the imprisonment, jailing, murdering and 
driving into exile of those persons deemed as posing 
a threat to national security. Information has become 
available in recent years from the release of docu- 
ments under the Freedom of Information Act that 
clearly show these agencies acted irresponsibly, 
violated the constitutional rights of individuals and 
wilfully conspired to entrap individuals and organi- 
zations in subversive activities concocted through a 
elaborate network of informers and undercover agents 
with the sole intention being to destroy the legiti- 
mate civil and human rights movements in the Black 
communities across the country. These letters 


should begin to pour into washington d.c. imme- 


diately. 





Alicia Rodriguez Transferred 


Puerto Rican POW Alicia Rodriguez has been 
moved to California. Alicia is now in federal prison 
serving out an 115 year combined federal and state 
sentence for seditious conspiracy and other charges. 
She just finished 12.5 years in an Illinois state 
prison. At FCI Dublin she is reunited with her twin 
sister Lucy who is still serving her federal prison 
term. 


Alicia writes that FCI Dublin is more expensive 
because the women still have to pay for their own 
long distance calls but there is more movement and 
more interaction with other people. It is her “biggest 
joy” to see Lucy again. 





Demo at Chowchilla 


by Karen Shain, California Coalition for Women Prisoners 


On Saturday, June 8th, over 100 people drove 200 
miles to demonstrate at California’s newest prison, 
Valley State Prison for Women (VSPW) in 
Chowchilla. VSPW is across the street from the 
Central California Women’s Facility (CCWF), the 
largest women’s prison. We were in clear view of 
both prisons. Demonstrators demanded an end to the 
murder of women prisoners, an end to the Security 
Housing Units, compassionate release for dying pris- 
oners, the abolition of the death penalty, support for 
HIV peer education and’an end to the media ban. The 
demonstration, called by the California Coalition for 
Women Prisoners (CCWP) included WORLD, 
Women’s AIDS Network, News and Letters, Pelican 
Bay Information Project, National People’s Cam- 
paign, Death Penalty Focus, and many individuals. 
Food Not Bombs provided iced tea and sandwiches 
for all the demonstrators in the 95+ degree heat. This 
was the third demonstration held in support of women 
prisoners in Chowchilla. 

Speakers at the rally included several formerly 
incarcerated women who spoke passionately about 
the strength that women prisoners must have in order 
to survive incarceration. Dana L? Wood of CCWP 
was one of the first prisoners to inhabit VSPW, 
Lajuana Norrise of CCWP, Bunny Knuckles of 
WORLD who is HIV+. Bunny remembered Joann 
Walker, a woman with AIDS who fought for medical 
care for all prisoners and the rights of prisoners with 


era Pia SEP apace inte OS CE eS ye ene 
AIDS to live their lives in dignity. Joann Walker was 


eventually released from prison and died two months 
later. | 

Marcia Bunney, a prisoner at CCWF, sent a mes- 
sage: “Women prisoners in California walk an unof- 
ficial death row every day; outside the clinics, beg- 
ging for medical help; sick call; doctors’ line; infir- 
mary/treatment center residents. We are ignored, 
forgotten, blocked and delayed to death... We exist in 
its shadow, single file...A prison sentence should not 
became a death sentence. Whether a woman is serv- 
ing afew months or life with the possibility of parole, 
she and her loved ones cherish the legitimate hope 


that she will, in time, leave prison alive and whole. 7 


Those sentenced to life without parole retain the right 
to decent medical care and a normal life span.” 

Pleasanton AIDS Counseling and Education, the 
HIV/AIDS peer education program at the federal 
women’s prison at Dublin, CA sent a statement of 
solidarity to California’s women prisoners and to the 
demonstrators. 


CCWP meets twice a month. For more info, call 
415-255-7036 ext.4 or 510-834-5656 ext.3150. To 
make a donation or get our newsletter, write CCWP/ 
LSPC 100 McAllister, S.F. CA 94102. 
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freedom in the u.s.?? 

(info from Jet, 6/10/96) 

1. Two African-American women wore multi- 
colored tribal cloths with their gowns and a Native 
American woman hung a feather from her mortar 
board at a high school graduation ceremony in 
Muskogee OK. School officials charged the three 
with violating a ban against the use of ‘ethnic 
symbols’ during graduation and withheld diplomas 
and transcripts pending 25 hours of summer school. 
In Muskogee, the population is 30% A frican-A meri- 
can and 16% Native American. The three women are 
seeking help from the American Civil Liberties 
Union. 3 | 

2. A 31 year old African American drag queen in 
Lincoln NE is facing 20 years in prison for convinc- 
ing a man to give him money for an-abortion. The 
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An Solidacit | Feo tle Bec 
drawing by Mafahali sn Harold Austin #E-37737, 


PO Box 3476/4A4L-34, Corcoran, CA 93212 
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